
The Farmer’s Museum
Cooperstown, NY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we are going to learn about The Empire State Carousel located at The Farmers’ Museum in Cooperstown, NY.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/milst1/8907512719
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do you see in the photo? What kinds of animals do you see?  What is around the top of the carousel?  What else do you see?  Have each student pick one thing to share.  Students may also answer this on Padlet or follow along with their worksheet “Carousel Power Point Worksheet”



What is a Carousel?

• Carousels began in the Middle Ages in Europe as 
part of festivals.  As they became more popular, they 
got bigger and more elaborate. 

• In America, carousels were very popular from 1890-
1920.  Many woodcarvers came to America from 
Europe and helped build the carousels.  

• At The Farmers’ Museum, our Empire State Carousel 
has 24 unique animals, each telling a different story. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What does Empire State mean?   (New York’s nickname commonly thought to refer to the resources and wealth in the state)  What is a woodcarver? A woodcarver is someone who creates something by carving it out of wood



Gerry Holzman

• Head carver and director Gerry Holzman 
started with an idea in 1983. 

• Gerry Holzman is a professional wood 
carver.

• He has restored over 100 pieces of 
carousel art

• He has worked for many companies, 
including Disney World.

• He was also a teacher and dreamed of 
creating a piece of folk art that taught 
kids about New York State history in a 
different and exciting way.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have any of you ever ridden a carousel?  Have you the ridden the Empire State Carousel?  



The Empire State 
Carousel

• A unique living history museum 
dedicated to the animals, people, and 
places of New York 

• All 24 animals were hand carved and 
represent different regions of New York 
State.

• The rounding boards, picture boards, and 
portrait panels also depict different 
historical facts and persons.

• The Carousel was completed in Long 
Island in 2003 and came to live at The 
Farmers’ Museum in 2006.

• “We came to the realization that the 
most sensible and appropriate thing to 
do was to place his tribute to the New 
York State historical experience in the 
hands of the New York State Historical 
Association in Cooperstown” –Gerry 
Holzman

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rounding Board:  Look along the top of the carousel.  The rounding boards are carved panels that run around the top.  Portraits were also carved of famous NY people and are located along the top with the rounding boards.  Picture boards run along the inside on the carousel and showcase famous scenes from New York.  



Many Hands 
Over 1000 people and 10,000 
man hours were involved in 
the project: wood carvers, 
designers, carpenters, 
electricians, artists, painters, 
mechanics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was a very complicated project that took many years to complete because of the size of the project as well as the careful attention to detail from all of the artists that worked on the carousel. 



Regions of 
New York 
Our different carousel animals 
and carvings represent different 
regions of New York State.  

What landforms and towns are 
in each region?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hand out the map to students or access via Padlet.  Briefly discuss the idea of regions of the state.   Ask them if they’ve been to the different areas and what they can find in each area:  Cities (New York City is labeled on the map. Albany is in the Capital Region)  Mountains? Adirondacks and Catskills are the biggest mountain ranges in NY. Lakes? The Finger Lakes region is famous for its lakes.  Rivers? The St. Lawrence runs along the Thousand Island Seaway from Lake Ontario to the Atlantic Ocean. The Hudson River runs through the Hudson Valley and Capital Region.  It is helpful to have a New York State map as well.  Have students find their region and town and mark it on the map.  



Bucky Beaver 

• The official mammal of New York State

• First animal to be carved 

• The teeth and tools show that he is 
nature’s best wood worker 

• The lead animal on the carousel

• Represents the Capital-Saratoga 
Region where Fort Lee was a major 
beaver fur trade fort

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why do you think Bucky Beaver is considered the lead animal on the carousel?  (Beavers are an important part of NY State History.  Beaver pelts were important trade items for the Iroquois.  Also, he represents carving and crafts, and therefore the work that went into creating the carousel)  Where can you find beavers in New York State? (rivers and ponds throughout the state), so Bucky represents many regions.  Where wouldn’t you find a beaver except in a zoo?  New York City



Erie Canal Boat
• The Erie Canal opened in 

1825
• 365 mile hand made 

waterway connecting Buffalo 
to Albany. Looking at your 
map, what regions do you 
think the Erie Canal crosses?

• Connected The Hudson River 
to the Great Lakes

• The Canal was called the 
“Big Ditch”

• Who was Dewitt Clinton?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking at your map, what regions does the Erie Canal cross? Greater Niagara, Finger Lakes, Central New York, Capital-Saratoga Region.  Dewitt Clinton was largely responsible for the building of the Erie Canal.  He was a naturalist and politician.  Why do you think Dewitt Clinton and others wanted to connect the Hudson River to the Great Lakes?  (shipping and commerce:  it was faster and easier to get trade items shipped through the Erie Canal and to their destination.  



Sal the Mule

• Mules pulled the Canal 
boats on the Erie Canal, 
inspiring a song about the 
canal.  

• Image was carved after a 
mule pulling a plow on Long 
Island 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sal is an Erie Canal mule made famous by a song.  As you can see in the top photo, mules were used to pull the canal boats through certain parts of the Erie Canal. Mules are steady and hard workers.  Sal honors that tradition.  



Erie Canal 
Song

• I’ve got a mule, her name is Sal,
• 15 miles on the Erie Canal
• She’s a good old worker and a good old pal,
• 15 miles on the Erie Canal.

• We’ve hauled some barges in our day
• Filled with lumber, coal and hay
• And we know every inch of the way
• From Al-ban-ay to Buffalo

• Chorus: Low Bridge everybody down
• Low bridge for we’re coming to a town
• And you’ll always know your neighbor,
• You’ll always know your pal
• If you’ve ever navigated on the Erie Canal.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIIM1mHfJ0U&feature=emb_logov  song by Karl Gunnar Holmqvist 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_University_of_New_York_at_Brockport
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Sam the Bear

• Named after Samuel Bear who founded the town of 
Waterloo, New York in 1792

• What is he carrying?  How is it different than our flag today?

• The side blanket on his back shows the Finger Lakes

• The town supported the carving, and when it was finished, 
there was a parade in Waterloo led by Sam to celebrate. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sam carries the flag from the time period when the town of Waterloo was founded, 1792.  At this time, there were only 15 states, not 50.  That’s why the flag has a circle of stars.  His carving was part of the Bicentennial Celebration of 1992.  He carries a hunting blanket and pouch as well as a medallion commemorating the town’s other claim to fame:  the first town in the US to celebrate Memorial Day. Where else in New York state do you think you could find bear? (Catskills, Adirondacks, Central NY) 



Benny Brook Trout

• The official freshwater fish of New York State

• Saddle is made of scallop shells-the official 
shellfish of New York

• Carved while looking at a trout bought from a fish 
market in Long Island 

• The only animal on the Carousel to be unpainted, 
allowing the visitor to see the carving marks and 
design by Master Carver Bruno Speiser 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where do you find Brook Trout in New York? (freshwater ponds, lakes and streams)  Where do you find scallop shells? (salt water—Long Island sound and Atlantic Ocean) What regions could Benny represent?  (all regions—all regions have lakes, streams, or rivers for trout, and salt water along the eastern part of the state for the scallops)



• Long Island Duck
• Has a map of Long Island on 

her with a jewel representing 
Islip, where she was carved 

• Has a carving of the Montauk 
Lighthouse on her side.

• What is in her basket?  Why 
would she be carrying this 
basket? 

Daphne Duck

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basket full of fish and shellfish from the region.  Long Island is surrounded by salt water, so fishing is an industry there that supplies the fish and shellfish found in the basket.  Daphne also has several whales swimming her ocean.   Can you see them under the light from the lighthouse?  



Louie Loon
• Created by North Country 

artists to represent their 
region

• Adirondacks is the favorite 
nesting area for the loon. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be sure to point out the baby nestled behind the saddle. Although loons can be found in many areas throughout New York State, they are most common in the North Country or Adirondacks.  Have any of you ever heard a loon call? Here is the link for the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=Ib0CxvL8Bp8&feature=emb_logo  



Clarissa Cow

• Represents New York’s Dairy industry

• Clarissa is a Holstein Friesian 

• She is too heavy to go up and down on the 
carousel, so Clarissa is stationary

• Several people worked on the carving, including 
Master Carver Bruno Speiser, painter Jill Irving, and 
dairy farmer Floyd Armlin

• Do you live on a farm?  Where can you find farms 
in New York?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farms are found throughout New York with the exception of New York City.  All other regions are represented.   There are over 4000 dairy farms in New York State, making the dairy industry the largest agricultural industry.  The dairy industry, and cows like Clarissa, produce milk for cheese, yogurt and ice cream.  New York is the 4th largest milk producing state. agriculture.ny.gov/milk-dairy 



Merry Dog

• Gerry Holzman’s dog

• Merry modeled for the carving 

• Her tongue is upwards , why do 
you think?

• Is Merry a New York State 
animal?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Merry was Gerry Holtzman’s dog.  She was “on site” every day, rolling in wood chips, playing around the carvings, and barking at the carving of herself.  The real Merry’s tongue was always upward, and she often wore bandanas.  



Monty Moose

• Monty’s antlers had to be cut down so he could 
pass the safety inspection

• Monty is too heavy to go up and down on the 
carousel, so he is one of the stationary animals 

• If you are lucky, in what part of New York might 
you see a moose?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Moose are generally found in the northern most part of the state including the Adirondacks.  Moose are the largest member of the deer family.  Male moose, or bulls, can weigh between 600 and 1200 pounds and stand up to 6 feet tall at the shoulder.  



Scallop Shell Chariot

• One of the four bench rides 
on the carousel

• Official Shell of New York 
State 

• Represents the shellfish 
industry in Long Island

• Decorated with sea 
creatures  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What creatures can you see on the scallop shell? The long striped bass on the back were put there in honor of Armand Seigel, whose family sponsored the chariot.  You can also see an egret (bird) with a fish in its mouth.  Notice the scallop shell on the side.  



The New York 
State Seal
• Banner below shows the New 
York State Motto (Excelsior, Latin 
for “Ever Upward”

• What else do you see in this 
state seal?  

• What parts of the state does it 
represent?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The center shield displays a masted ship and sloop on the Hudson River (symbols of inland and foreign commerce), bordered by a grassy shore and a mountain range with the sun rising behind it.  Liberty (left) and Justice (right) support the shield and an American eagle spreads it wings above it on a world globe  Liberty’s left foot treads on a crown (symbol of freedom from Britain).  Justice is blindfolded and holds a sword in one hand and a scale in the other, symbolizing impartiality and fairness.  



Folk Art Panels

There are 8 folk art panels that offer 
a mix of real and fictional characters 
from different regions of the state 
and different time periods.

Sam Patch was a daredevil who 
made a living doing crazy stunts

• He traveled with a pet bear.  Can 
you find the bear in the panel?

• This panel shows his jump in 1829 
at Genesee Falls.  Do you think he 
made it?

Sam Patch 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Folk Art:  visual art made by people to tell a story.  Sam Patch never came up.  In fact, his body was never found.  Some say he fell through to China, others say the bolt of lightening that hit when he jumped carried him up into the sky, and still others say he haunts the river and his faithful bear returns every Friday 13th to visit him.  



Captain 
William Kidd

• Long Island’s most famous 
pirate

• Shown supervising the 
burial of treasure on 
Gardiner’s Island, some of 
which has never been found

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kidd was a pirate and a privateer, meaning he worked both illegally and legally when commissioned to loot the King’s rival ships.  There are many stories about Captain Kidd and his treasure.  Maybe you can visit Gardiner’s Island and try your luck in finding it!



John Darling

• Real life Paul Bunyan
• Woodsman and storyteller
• What is a tall tale?
• What do you see in this picture?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tall tale is one that is not believable.  Here John Darling tells the tale of chopping down a tree so large he used it as a bridge across the Delaware River, where he lived.  The children are listening to the tall tale while the mother rocks a baby in the cradle.  There is a picture of his giant tree near the fireplace.   Notice the man looking in the window—that is the carver, Steve Metzer



Portrait Panels

• 25 hand carved portraits located along the 
carousel’s upper canopy

• Represent famous people throughout New 
York history

• Carved and chosen by Gerry Holtzman 
“because they used their extraordinary natural 
gifts to question the conventional wisdom of 
their era…they enriched the lives of New 
Yorkers and the lives of the greater American 
community.”  

• This portrait panel shows Harriet Tubman, 
who settled in Auburn in the Finger Lakes 
Region.  What is Harriet Tubman famous for?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Harriet Tubman was an American abolitionist and political activist. Born into slavery, Tubman escaped and subsequently made some 13 missions to rescue approximately 70 enslaved people, including family and friends, using the network of antislavery activists and safe houses known as the Underground Railroad. During the American Civil War, she served as an armed scout and spy for the Union Army. In her later years, Tubman was an activist in the movement for women's suffrage.  Suffrage means the right to vote in political elections, so Harriet Tubman helped fight for women’s right to vote.  



Portrait Panels

Jackie 
Robinson
Played for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers.  Why was this 
important?

First black baseball 
player elected to the 
National Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown

John Burroughs
America’s First Professional 
Naturalist 

Lived in the Catskills

“I go to nature as a bee goes to 
a flower—for a nectar that I 
can make into my own honey.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jackie Robinson’s debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947 broke the color barrier in professional baseball.  Before Jackie Robinson, there were no black players in Major League Baseball.  He paved the way for many people after him, even thought it was often difficult. John Burroughs wrote about the natural world and helped people understand the importance of conservation, or taking care of the earth.



Rounding Boards
11 Historical Murals painted on the inside of the Rounding Boards depicting 
important events or milestones in New York State History

This one shows immigrants arriving to Ellis Island around 1900.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rounding Boards:  Decorative panel fastened to the top of the carousel, placed side by side to form a complete circle around the top.Ellis Island is in the New York City Harbor.  It’s where more than 12 million immigrants came to this country.  It represents the American Dream. See the Statue of Liberty in the background?  That is on Ellis Island.  



Rounding Boards

• The murals represent events and time 
periods ranging from Henry Hudson’s voyage 
of discovery in 1609 to the Seneca Falls 
Women’s Rights Conference in 1818 to the 
opening of the United Nations Building in 
1951.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upper left:  Henry Hudson’s voyage of discovery in 1609.  Hudson was the first person, a British subject, to report on the river valley in detail.  It is named after him.  Upper right, Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Conference 1818.  This conference helped lead to changes for women, including the right to vote, the right to own property, and the right to go to college. Bottom, opening of the United Nations Building in New York City 1951. The United Nations was formed to help establish peace between different countries.  



Come Ride the 
Empire State Carousel 

at 
The Farmer’s Museum,

Cooperstown, NY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We hope to see you at the carousel!  
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