
Careers in Agriculture

	Career Field
	Description
	Example Jobs
	Additional Resources

	
	
	
	

	Agribusiness and Agricultural Economics
	The sale of agriculture products is just as important as their production.  Professionals in agribusiness jobs work with the packaging, distribution, promotion, and selling of agricultural products along with the promotion and selling of products needed for crop production. Ag economists focus on analyzing and forecasting the impact of agriculture sales on local, national and global economies.  
	-farm equipment salesman

-researcher for the National Agricultural Statistics Service

-grocery store purchasing manager

-agricultural insurance sales representative


	American Agricultural Economics Association:

http://www.aaea.org/career/careercentral/brochure.cfm
The Agribusiness Council: http://www.agribusinesscouncil.org/
National Agri-Marketing Associaton: http://www.nama.org/


	
	
	
	

	Agricultural Education
	Agricultural Educators work to disseminate information and resources about agriculture to people of all ages.  They also work to preserve the history of agriculture and increase awareness of the importance of agriculture to the public.
	-university or college professor

- Cooperative Extension Agent

- high school agriculture teacher

-Future Farmers of America or 4-H leaders (may be a volunteer job)
	National Council for Agricultural Education: http://www.teamaged.org/agedorganizations.htm


	
	
	
	

	Agricultural Engineering
	Agricultural engineers design and construct equipment for the agriculture industry.  They also create systems to improve the efficiency of the production and delivery of agricultural products.  


	-agricultural equipment designer

-environmental planner or analyst

-irrigation specialist
	American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers: http://www.asabe.org/membership/beengin.html



	
	
	
	

	Agronomy
	Agronomy is the study of row or field crops such as barley, wheat, field corn, rice and hay.  
	-wheat farmer

-research scientist for a seed company

-grain sales representative
	Crop Science Society of America: http://www.crops.org/pdf/cssa_career_brochure.pdf


	Animal Science
	The field of animal science focuses on the production of animals (ex. beef cows, pigs, chickens) and animal products (ex. eggs, milk) for our food supply.


	-dairy farmer

-meat packing plant employee

-animal breeder
	American Society of Animal Sciences: http://www.asas.org/career.htm


	
	
	
	

	Biochemistry
	Scientific research is an important part of the agriculture industry with growing focus on genetic engineering of food crops.  Biochemistry focuses on scientific research on the cellular level related to living organisms.


	- research scientist for a private industry

-university professor and researcher

-lab technician
	American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology:

http://www.asbmb.org/asbmb/site.nsf/Sub/CareerBrochure?Opendocument


	
	
	
	

	Entomology
	Entomologists focus on insects and their impact and interaction with our crop production and our world.
	-pest control operator

- integrated pest management specialists,

-scientist developing pesticides
	Entomological Society of America: http://www.entsoc.org/resources/education/index.htm


	
	
	
	

	Forestry
	Professionals in the field of forestry study trees in urban, suburban and rural settings.
	-timber production manager

-arborist

-urban forester
	Society of American Foresters: http://www.safnet.org/education/careerbro.pdf


	
	
	
	

	Horticulture
	The field of horticulture includes the production of landscape plants and fruit, nut and vegetable crops
	- plant nursery grower

- vegetable farmer

- garden center manager


	American Society of Horticultural Scientists: http://ashs.org/careers/index.html 



	
	
	
	

	Nutrition and Food Sciences
	Nutritionists study what people should eat and work to relay that information to the general public.  Food scientists develop new food and food processes focusing on safety and nutrition.
	-hospital nutritionists

-food designer

-factory safety inspector
	American Society for Nutritional Sciences: http://www.asns.org/
The Nutrition Society: http://www.nutritionsociety.org/careers/careers.htm
Institute of Food Technologists:  http://www.ift.org/cms/?pid=1000411
USDA Food Safety Careers: http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/careers.html


	
	
	
	

	Plant Pathology
	Plant pathologists study the diseases of plants.  They also work to identify products and techniques to control these diseases.


	-research scientists

-pesticide manufacturers

-plant diagnostic clinic managers


	American Phytopathological Society: http://www.apsnet.org/careers/careers.asp


	
	
	
	

	Recreation, Park and Tourism
	Many parks and recreation facilities center around outdoor experiences and because of the link of the environment, jobs in this area are considered agricultural in nature.  Additionally there is a growing interest in the creation of visitor experiences surrounding agriculture related industries such as pick your own fruit farms (apples, strawberries, blackberries, pumpkins) and demonstration farms. 


	-park ranger

-pick your own strawberry farm owner

-naturalist
	National Recreation and Park Association:  http://www.nrpa.org/content/default.aspx?documentId=753


	
	
	
	

	Soil Sciences
	Soil is the foundation of all agriculture. Soil scientists study soil and how to manage it.  
	-soil testing laboratory worker

-environmental consultant

-erosion control specialist
	Soil Science Society of America: http://www.soils.org/pdf/sssa_career_brochure.pdf


	
	
	
	

	Turf Science
	The turf grass industry studies grasses used for residential and recreational purposes such as for home lawns and golf courses.
	-golf course landscape manager

-lawn service operator

-new turf grass varieties breeder
	Turfgrass Producers International: http://www.turfgrasssod.org/index.html


	
	
	
	

	Wildlife and Fisheries
	Individuals in the animal science field study domesticated animals, but those in the wildlife and fisheries field study ‘wild’ (or semi-wild) animals.  In addition to hunting and fishing, this industry also focuses on natural resource management and protection of species.


	-fish hatcheries manager

-wildlife habitat specialist

-game warden
	American Fisheries Society: http://www.fisheries.org/html/index.shtml
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies: http://www.fisheries.org/html/index.shtml


	
	
	
	

	Veterinary Medicine
	Veterinarians are animal doctors.  Some specialize in small animals like cats and dogs while others care for larger animals like cows and horses.  
	-veterinarian

-veterinary technician

-vet medicine sales representative


	American Veterinary Medical Association: http://www.avma.org/
Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges: http://www.aavmc.org/students_admissions/career_center.htm
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