
Site Analysis Worksheet—Outdoor Garden

Utilities: Are there any utility lines on the site?  If so, mark them on your sketch.

Accessibility: How can you get to your site?  Is there a path? Is it easy to get to? 

Water: Locate the nearest water source and mark it on your map.  How will you be able to get water to your plants?

Drainage: Are there any wet areas on the site?  Are there any signs of how water drains?

Topography: Are there any slopes on the sites?  High spots or low spots?

Sunlight: The sun rises in the East and then moves to the West each day.  Find out which direction is East and which direction is West to determine the path of the sun over your garden. How much sunlight does your spot receive each day (you may need to monitor the site at different times of the day to confirm)?

Wind: Is there a direction the wind always blows?  If so, mark it on your sketch.

Surrounding the Site: Are there any major road ways or safety hazards near the site?  Does the garden need a fence to protect it from animals or people?

Soil: What does the soil look like?  Is it compacted?

Existing Plants: Are there any existing plants that need to remain on the site?

Storage: Is there a place to store tools close by?
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