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Overview 

In this engaging school program, students will become 
‘junior anthropologists’ as they explore our world-
renowned Thaw Collection of American Indian Art. 
Students will tour the gallery with a Museum Teacher who 
will discuss our collections of American Indian objects from 
six distinct geographic regions spanning North America, 
including the materials used to produce them, the 
prevalent design elements from each region, the functional 
use of various items, and other important cultural 
signifiers. Then, students will visit our Study Center where 
unlabeled objects from the Thaw Collection are kept. 
Working in groups and using the notes and knowledge 
gathered during the tour, they will attempt to determine 
the geographic region, materials, usage, and approximate 
age of particular objects. Their answers will then be 
compared with the real information to test their deductive 
reasoning skills.   

During Your Visit 

TOUR STRUCTURE 
In order to best prepare and plan for your trip, we want 
you to know what to expect during your experience. 
Students and chaperones will meet their museum teachers 
in the Main Barn of The Farmers’ Museum to drop off 
lunches/use restrooms if needed. Following orientation, 
students will be split into two groups (if more than 20 
students total) and will be paired with a Museum Teacher. 

The Museum Teacher (or ‘MT’) will bring students to 
Fenimore Art Museum. There, a brief orientation will be 
given in the Study Center before the groups begin their 
tours/note taking sessions in the Thaw Gallery of American 
Indian Art. Then, students will return to the Study Center 
where they will be broken into groups of two or three 
depending on class size. Each small group will be given two 
objects to locate and attempt to identify particular criteria 
(location, date, materials, use, etc) using the notes they 
have taken and by looking at similar objects in the Thaw 
Gallery. Then, students will be brought to the Auditorium 
where they will compare their answers with the correct 
information. 

LOGISTICS OF VISIT 

Groups 
If there are more than 20 students in your class (max 40) 
please have them ready to be split into two groups upon 
the start of the program. 

Length 
This program is approximately 2 hours long, followed by 
lunch. Please let us know if you would like to reserve extra 
time for the museum shop. 

When you Arrive 
When you arrive, your bus should pull into the main 
parking lot of The Farmers’ Museum and Museum staff will 
greet you. It is important that you bring everything you will 
need with you, as the bus will be parked in a lot further 
down the street and you will not have access during your 
visit. 

Once you have unloaded, you should head to the Louis C. 
Jones Center (on the right hand side just past the 
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admissions kiosk as you enter the Main Barn) for 
orientation and to drop off your lunches. We ask that you 
leave your lunches, coolers, backpacks, etc., on the       
tables nearest the front of the Louis C. Jones Center. At 
this time, you may also want to take a bathroom break as 
a group prior to starting your tour. Restrooms are 
located just inside the front door in the two large silos. 

At this time, the lead teacher should check in with our 
Admissions team. You will be asked for the final tally of 
students, one-on-one aides, and adults with your group; 
we suggest using your confirmation worksheet as a place 
to collect all this information the morning of your visit. 
You will also pay at this time. After you have checked in 
and your group has been oriented, museum staff will ask 
you to help divide your students into their pre-assigned 
groups, and you will set out across the street to 
Fenimore Art Museum for your program! 

LEARNING STANDARDS 

Social Studies  
Key Idea 7.1: Native Americans  
• Compare and contrast different Native American 

culture groups of North America, with a focus on the 

influence geographic factors had on their 

development 

• Examine various groups of Native Americans located 

within what became New York State and the 

influence geographic factors had on their 

development 

 

7th Grade Social Studies Practices addressed: 
• Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 

• Chronological Reasoning 

• Comparison and Contextualization 

• Geographic Reasoning 

The Arts Anchor Standards 

• Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

• Interpret meaning in artistic work. 

• Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 

• Relate and synthesize knowledge and personal 
experiences to inspire and inform artistic work.  

• Investigate ways that artistic work is influenced by 
societal, cultural, and historical context and, in turn, 
how artistic ideas shape cultures past, present, and 
future. 
 

English Language Arts Common Core 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
• Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 

conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners; express ideas clearly and persuasively, and 
build on those of others.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
• Present information, findings, and supporting 

evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning. Ensure that the organization, 
development, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

LANGUAGE 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
• Determine or clarify meaning of unknown or 

multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and 
consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate. 

• Acquire and accurately use a range of general 
academic and content specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening; demonstrate independence in gathering 
and applying vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.   

Pre-Visit Lessons and Activities 

LESSON ONE:  EXPLORING THE REGIONS 

Overview 
This lesson will prepare students with an understanding 
of the environmental aspects of the six regions discussed 
in this program: Eastern Woodlands, Arctic & Subarctic, 
Northwest Coast, Southwest, California & Great Basin, 
Plains/Prairie/Plateau 

LESSON TWO:  NATURAL RESOURCES 

Overview 
Students will look at examples of resources used for 
shelter and for food in each region in these matching 
exercises. They will help students to understand the 
available resources and how they were utilized by Native 
Americans of particular regions and build upon the ideas 
of Lesson One. 
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LESSON THREE: LOOKING AT AN OBJECT 

Overview 
What can students deduce by looking at objects from 
history, and how does a museum work to make these 
objects understandable to a modern audience? In this 
activity students will use clues to identify an object from the 
Thaw Collection of American Indian Art 

Post-Visit Lessons and Activities 

HELPING FUTURE ANTHROPOLOGISTS 

Overview 
In this activity, students will practice writing exacting 
descriptions of everyday modern objects for use by future 
anthropologists to understand what these objects are , what 
they are made from, and how they were used. 

NYS Learning Standards 

ELA Writing Anchor Standards 

Text Types and Purposes 

• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 
convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content. 

• Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

• Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience.  

Procedure 
• Give each student a simple, everyday object of your 

choice: a pair of scissors, a coffee mug, an envelope, a 
highlighter, a calculator, etc. Each student should 
receive something different if possible. 

• Inform students that these objects will be placed in a 
special time capsule that will be opened in 5,000 years. 
They are to write descriptions for the object they have 
been given which will allow future anthropologists who 
inspect these items to understand what they are. 

• These descriptions should be written in a manner 
similar to the museum labels they saw in the Thaw 
Collection of American Indian Art. In other words, 

 Name of object 

 Date 

 Location used (and location made, if  
 known) 

 Materials the object is made from 

 A one to two paragraph description of  
 how the object was used including some  
 specific examples (“Mugs like this are  
 often used for drinking a beverage called  
 coffee in the early morning”) as well as the  
 meaning of any imagery or symbols on the  
 object. 

• Ask students to hand in their writeups. Students can 
optionally share their descriptions in class. 
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Lesson One: Exploring the Regions 

OVERVIEW 

Can you match each region name with the proper location on the map below? 
 

ARCTIC & SUBARCTIC      NORTHWEST COAST 
 

PLAINS, PRAIRIE, & PLATEAU     SOUTHWEST  
 

EASTERN WOODLANDS     CALIFORNIA & GREAT BASIN 
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Match each region with the correct image AND description below: 
 

A. ARCTIC & SUBARCTIC    B. NORTHWEST COAST 
 

C. PLAINS, PRAIRIE, & PLATEAU                       D. SOUTHWEST  
 

E. EASTERN WOODLANDS   F.  CALIFORNIA & GREAT BASIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_____ Temperate deciduous forests with four seasons and trees that shed their leaves 
 
_____ Long, cold winters and short summers. Permafrost soil prevents large trees from growing 
 
_____ Temperate rainforest with massive conifer trees and dense undergrowth of plants 
 
_____ Desert region with low rainfall, cactus, sagebrush, and clay deposits 
 
_____ Mostly flat with widespread grasslands. Wide variety in temperature from South to North 
 
_____ Varies between deserts and forests due to wide elevation changes from coast to inland areas 

 
 

Lesson One: Exploring the Regions STUDENT WORKSHEET—CONTINUED 
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Lesson One: Exploring the Regions ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS 

Can you match each region name with the proper location on the map below? 
 

ARCTIC & SUBARCTIC      NORTHWEST COAST 
 

PLAINS, PRAIRIE, & PLATEAU     SOUTHWEST  
 

EASTERN WOODLANDS     CALIFORNIA & GREAT BASIN 
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Match each region with the correct image AND description below: 
 

A. ARCTIC & SUBARCTIC    B. NORTHWEST COAST 
 

C. PLAINS, PRAIRIE, & PLATEAU                       D. SOUTHWEST  
 

E. EASTERN WOODLANDS   F.  CALIFORNIA & GREAT BASIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
__E__ Temperate deciduous forests with four seasons and trees that shed their leaves 
 
__A__ Long, cold winters and short summers. Permafrost soil prevents large trees from growing 
 
__B__ Temperate rainforest with massive conifer trees and dense undergrowth of plants 
 
__D__ Desert region with low rainfall, cactus, sagebrush, and clay deposits 
 
__C__ Mostly flat with widespread grasslands. Wide variety in temperature from South to North 
 
__F__ Varies between deserts and forests due to wide elevation changes from coast to inland areas 

 
 

Lesson One: Exploring the Regions ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS 

            E                                            F                                             C 

            D                                            B                                              A 
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Lesson Two: Natural Resources STUDENT WORKSHEET 

NAME: ________________________________________________ 

Before modern technology, the natural resources in a culture’s environment were crucial 
for food, shelter, clothing, and other means of survival.  
 
Let’s start with shelter. Can you match each shelter to the region it is from?  
Some regions may have more than one shelter attached to it. 
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Lesson Two: Natural Resources STUDENT WORKSHEET—CONTINUED 

Let’s explore animals now. Draw a line from each animal to the region where you think it 
is common. Some animals may live in more than one region. 

Gila Monster Walrus 
American Bison 

Pronghorn  

Beaver 

Whitetail Deer 
Prairie Dog 

Grizzly Bear 
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Lesson Two: Natural Resources ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS 

Before modern technology, the natural resources in a culture’s environment were crucial 
for food, shelter, clothing, and other means of survival.  
 
Let’s start with shelter. Can you match each shelter to the region it is from?  
Some regions may have more than one shelter attached to it. 

California/Great Basin  
(Willow Reeds—Chumash home) 

Southwest 
(Mud and wood—Navajo Hogan) 

Arctic/Subarctic 
(Ice—Inuit temporary shelter) 

Southwest 
(Stone—Anasazi White House Ruins) 

Plains/Prairie/Plateau 
(Buffalo Hide—tipi) 

Eastern Woodlands 
(Bark—Algonquian wigwam) 

Arctic/Subarctic 
(Sod—Yup’ik shelter) 

Eastern Woodlands 
(Bark—Haudenosaunee Longhouse) 
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Lesson Two: Natural Resources ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS 

Let’s explore animals now. Draw a line from each animal to the region where you think it 
is common. Some animals may live in more than one region. 

Gila Monster Walrus 
American Bison 

Pronghorn  

Beaver 

Whitetail Deer 
Prairie Dog 

Grizzly Bear 
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Below is a picture of a Native American object in our museum’s collection.   
Take a close look at it, read the information provided about it, and then try to 
answer the questions below and on the next page.  

Materials: commercial tanned leather, pigments, brass, copper, tin cones 
Date: 1900-1915 
Size: 48” L x 20” W 
 
1. In which geographic region do you think this object was made? Circle one: 
 

Eastern Woodlands  Southwest   Northwest Coast 
 

California/Great Basin Plains/Prairie/Plateau Arctic/Subarctic 
 

Turn over —>  
 

Lesson Three: Looking at an object STUDENT WORKSHEET 

NAME: ________________________________________________ 
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2. What do you think this object was used for? What makes you think this? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. What thing or things does the zig-zag design on this object remind you of? 
Why might the artist have painted this on the object? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson Three: Looking at an object STUDENT WORKSHEET—CONTINUED 
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Below is a picture of a Native American object in our museum’s collection.   
Take a close look at it, read the information provided about it, and then try to 
answer the questions below and on the next page.  
 
 

Materials: commercial tanned leather, pigments, brass, copper, tin cones 
Date: 1900-1915 
Size: 48” L x 20” W 
 
1. In which geographic region do you think this object was made? Circle one: 
 

Eastern Woodlands  Southwest   Northwest Coast 
 

California/Great Basin Plains/Prairie/Plateau Arctic/Subarctic 
 

Turn over —>  
 

Lesson Three: Looking at an object ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS 
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2. What do you think this object was used for? What makes you think this? 
 
This is a dance kilt worn by a male Tesuque Indian dancer from New Mexico. 
 
 
3. What thing or things does the zig-zag design on this object remind you of? 
Why might the artist have painted this on the object? 
 
The zig-zag design represents the Avanyu, or plumed serpent. It is a supernatu-
ral being that has characteristics of a snake and a bighorn sheep (the antler). It 
can also represent lightning, as it is a symbol associated with plentiful crops. 
This symbol dates back thousands of years, spreading from Florida westward. 

Lesson Three: Looking at an object ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS 


