
 

PETE SOUZA: TWO PRESIDENTS, ONE PHOTOGRAPHER 
The iconic photographs of Pete Souza are well known from his tenure as Chief Official 
White House Photographer for President Obama. What many people do not remember 
is that Souza was also an Official White House Photographer for President Reagan.  
 
Two Presidents, One Photographer showcases 56 of Pete Souza’s photographs of two 
presidents from opposite ends of the political spectrum. This exhibition includes Souza’s 
favorite images of Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama, providing us with candid moments 
that are windows into their humanity. What we see in Souza’s photographs are two 
Presidents who clearly respected the office they held, and genuinely respected the 
people they interacted with, no matter the circumstance. 
 
Souza earned a master’s degree in journalism at Kansas State University. He is currently 
a freelance photographer in the Washington, D.C. area and professor emeritus of visual 
communication at Ohio University. Souza was the chief official White House 
photographer for President Obama and the director of the White House photo 
office.  His new book, Obama: An Intimate Portrait, debuted at #1 on the New York 
Times bestseller list. 
 
White House photographs by Pete Souza. This exhibition was organized by art2art 
Circulating Exhibitions.  
 

Diptychs: Reagan and Obama 

  
February 26, 1986  
The Reagans watch a movie during a taping for a 
television special with Barbara Walters in the Family 
Theater of the White House. I recall this is the 
moment just after the First Lady said, “I can’t see 
over Pete’s head.” 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

February 1, 2009 
The Obamas and their guests don 3D glasses 
while watching a Super Bowl commercial in the 
Family Theater of the White House. The 
President evidently put them on backwards. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 
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September 10, 1987  
President Reagan meets with Pope John Paul II at 
the Vizcaya Museum in Miami, Florida. The 
television lights had just been turned off as the press 
pool was ushered out of the room. For just a minute, 
the TV backlight was left on which is when I made 
this picture. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

September 23, 2015 
President Obama and Pope Francis shake hands 
following their meeting in the Oval Office. During 
one-on-one meetings, I would usually just 
photograph the first 5-10 minutes and then give 
President Obama some space, so he and his 
guest could have a private conversation. But I 
always was lurking nearby so when the meeting 
broke up, I could come back into the Oval to 
make pictures like this. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

  

November 1, 1985  
President Reagan departs the White House en route 
to Camp David on a Friday afternoon. Just as the 
Marine One helicopter lifted off, his dog Lucky 
jumped up onto his lap to look out the window. 
Lucky was later sent to live permanently at the 
Reagan’s ranch in California as he became too 
confined at the White House. I’m sure at times the 
Reagans felt the same confinement. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

December 21, 2011 
President Barack Obama and Bo, the Obama 
family dog, ride in the presidential limousine en 
route to do some Christmas shopping. When I 
asked the President where we were going, he 
said we were stopping first at a PetSmart store in 
Alexandria. “Oh, that’s where I buy my crickets,” 
I replied. That caught the President’s attention. 
“Why do you get crickets?” he asked me. “For my 
lizards,” I responded. “We have two bearded 
dragons and a blue-tongue skink.” For the rest of 
the administration, he’d ask me at least once a 
week, “How’s the skink?” 
Framed size: 16x20inches 
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November 9, 1985 
Princess Diana dances with John Travolta following a 
black-tie dinner at the White House for the Prince 
and Princess of Wales. Mrs. Reagan encouraged 
Travolta to ask Diana to dance, as the military band 
struck up a medley of songs from Travolta’s movies, 
Saturday Night Fever and Grease. If you look closely, 
the twenty-four-year-old Princess is blushing. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

April 22, 2016 
President Obama meets two-year-old Prince 
George at Kensington Palace in London. Usually 
the Royal family is very guarded about allowing 
such intimate pictures. But Prince William and 
Kate requested that I be there. I also made 
photographs of Prince George playing on the 
rocking horse that the Obamas had given him for 
his birthday. It was not lost on me that I was 
photographing the grandson of Princess Diana.  
Framed size: 16x20inches 

  
December 31, 1986 
President Reagan plays golf at the Annenberg 
Retreat at Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage, California. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

February 15, 2014 
President Obama plays golf at the Annenberg 
Retreat at Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage, 
California.  
Framed size: 16x20inches 
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February 6, 1984 
The Reagans wave to the crowd along a parade 
route in Dixon, Illinois, in celebration of President 
Reagan’s seventy-third birthday. For this picture, I 
mounted a camera on the window of the limousine 
using a suction-cup and strung a trigger cord to the 
front seat and instructed Secret Service agent Bob 
DeProspero to blindly click away during the parade. 
This became such a stressful procedure that the next 
time I wanted to make a picture in the limousine, I 
just asked the President if I could ride with him. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 
 

January 21, 2013 
The Obamas wave to the crowd along the parade 
route after President Obama was sworn in for a 
second term (the inauguration was held on 
January 21 because the 20th was on a Sunday). 
Before boarding the motorcade, I asked 
President Obama if I could ride in the limousine 
with them. “Michelle and I were planning to 
make-out,” he deadpanned, before breaking into 
a wide smile. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

  
October 26, 1988  
President Reagan works at the Resolute desk in the 
Oval Office. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

October 14, 2016 
President Obama works at the Resolute desk in 
the Oval Office. 
Framed size: 16x20inches 

 
 
 
 

Barack Obama 

 
 

October 3, 2010 
President Obama reacts to a quip from Vice 
President Joe Biden during a Sunday retreat 
for Cabinet members and their families at 
Camp David in Maryland. They were 
watching a tennis game between Education 
Secretary Duncan and another Cabinet 
member. Seated in foreground is Claire 
Duncan, the Secretary’s daughter. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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May 1, 2011 
President Obama, Vice President Biden, and 
members of the national security team monitor 
the special forces mission against Osama bin 
Laden from the Situation Room of the White 
House. The tension and anxiety you see etched 
on their faces was apparent to me throughout 
the forty plus minutes we were in the room. The 
only relief came when they heard, “Geronimo 
KIA” (Geronimo was code for bin Laden; KIA was 
acronym for killed in action). We made this 
photograph public the following day and it 
became the most shared photograph in history 
on Flickr. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

September 9, 2009 
President Obama works with his chief 
speechwriter, Jon Favreau, in the Oval Office on 
what was to be his signature health care speech 
to a joint session of Congress. He had taken the 
latest draft home the previous night, and when 
he came to the Oval the following morning every 
page looked like this. The photograph shows how 
involved he was in the crafting of a speech and 
how important and precise he deemed the 
words spoken by the President of the United 
States. But it also shows how he interacted with 
others: Instead of just handing Jon his written 
edits that morning, he sat with Jon for more than 
an hour verbally going through all his changes. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

 
 

March 21, 2010 
President Obama, Vice President Biden, and 
other staff celebrate as they watch on television 
the House of Representatives pass H.R. 4872––
the Affordable Care Act. It was an emotional 
conclusion to an almost year-long battle to pass 
health care reform. After making some thank you 
calls, the President then invited everyone to the 
private residence for a champagne toast on the 
Truman Balcony.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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June 6, 2014 
President Obama talks with President Vladimir 
Putin, President of the Russian Federation, after 
a lunch with other foreign leaders to 
commemorate the seventieth anniversary of D-
Day, at Château de Bénouville in Normandy, 
France. This was a tense time in the relations 
between the two countries because of the 
Russian meddling in Ukraine. I knew that this 
exchange would likely occur even though it 
wasn’t scheduled; I hid near some Secret Service 
agents so the French security wouldn’t kick me 
out of the room. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

June 2, 2009 
President Obama and former First Lady Nancy 
Reagan converse in the Map Room of the White 
House following a bill signing ceremony for the 
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission Act. It 
was an important personal moment for me 
because it was the closest I ever came to 
photographing the two Presidents together. 
President Reagan died less than two months 
before Barack Obama became a national political 
figure when he delivered the keynote address at 
the 2004 Democratic Convention.   
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

August 15, 2010 
After the clean-up from the BP oil spill, the 
President and First Lady spent a weekend along 
the Gulf Coast to call attention to the rebounding 
tourism industry. While they toured St. Andrews 
Bay on a boat in Panama City Beach, Florida, I 
noticed Mrs. Obama gently stroking the 
President’s hand as they held the rail on the 
boat. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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January 20, 2009 
We were on a freight elevator headed to one of 
the Inaugural Balls at the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center. It was quite chilly, so the 
President removed his tuxedo jacket and put it 
over the shoulders of his wife, the new First 
Lady. She lifted up her dress to avoid getting it 
dirty from the floor. Then they had this semi-
private moment as staff members and Secret 
Service agents tried not to look. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

February 22, 2009 
The nation’s governors were invited to 
Washington for a day of meetings at the White 
House, capped off by a black-tie dinner. After the 
dinner, the Obamas dance as the President sings 
along to Earth, Wind & Fire, who were 
performing on the stage directly behind me. It 
was the first formal event at the White House for 
the administration. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 
 

February 6, 2010 
President Obama and his daughters, Sasha and 
Malia, play in the snow on the South Lawn of the 
White House in the midst of a massive 
snowstorm that paralyzed Washington. It was 
just the three of them—with me tagging along—
wandering around the eighteen acres of the 
grounds. I had slept in my office the night before 
because I knew it would be nearly impossible to 
drive through the snow to the White House. I 
also suspected that the President would venture 
outside with the girls. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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February 5, 2011 
Sasha played basketball every Saturday on her 
school team—the Sidwell Friends Vipers. One 
time when her coaches had an out-of-town 
commitment, President Obama volunteered to 
coach the game. When the team fell behind, the 
President called a time-out to instruct them how 
to mount a comeback. I love the way Sasha, at 
far left, is giving him the evil eye. I’ll also point 
out that these are nine-year-old girls and he was 
coaching as if this was Game 7 of the NBA Finals.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 
 

June 30, 2011 
Inside Nelson Mandela's former prison cell, 
President Obama embraces his daughter Sasha 
as the family listened to Ahmed Kathrada 
recount his years spent imprisoned here on 
Robben Island in Cape Town, South Africa. 
Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for twenty-
seven years, initially in this prison cell. Kathrada 
was imprisoned with Mandela for eighteen of 
those years. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 
 

June 28, 2012 
President Obama joins in a prayer with Josh 
Wetzel and his family while visiting with 
wounded service members at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, 
Maryland. Wetzel lost both legs after an IED 
explosion in Afghanistan. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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December 16, 2012 
President Obama consoles the Wheeler family as 
he meets with families of victims from the mass 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut. Twenty-six people were 
shot to death at the school including twenty 
firstgraders along with six adults. President 
Obama was invited to a prayer vigil two days 
after the shooting. Francine and David Wheeler’s 
six-year-old son Ben was shot and killed. Their 
eight-year-old son Nate, in foreground, hid in a 
closet and heard all the gunshots ring out. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

March 26, 2011 
On a Saturday in the Situation Room, President 
Obama meets with his national security staff as 
they discussed the ongoing crisis in Libya. There 
is never really a day off for any President.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

February 23, 2016 
President Obama was a very casual person and 
would often sit on the desk during impromptu 
briefings. Here, he listens to some of his national 
security staff before they headed downstairs to 
the Situation Room for a Quad Secure Video 
Teleconference with European allies. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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December 3, 2009 
President Obama fist-bumps custodian Lawrence 
Lipscomb in the Eisenhower Executive Office 
Building following the opening session of the 
White House Forum on Jobs and Economic 
Growth. I felt that both Presidents Obama and 
Reagan respected people from all walks of life. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

May 8, 2009 
Five-year-old Jacob Philadelphia touches the 
head of President Obama, after Jacob told the 
President that his friends said his haircut was just 
like the President’s. “Go ahead and touch it,” the 
President responded. The photograph resonated 
with people for a couple of reasons. One, that a 
young African-American kid was touching the 
head of a President of the United States who 
looked like him. But it also says something about 
President Obama, that at the behest of a five-
year-old, he would bend over and let a kid touch 
his head like this. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 

June 9, 2011 
President Obama greets children at a day care 
facility adjacent to daughter Sasha's school in 
Bethesda, Maryland, following her fourth grade 
closing ceremony. After the 2017 violent white-
nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, the 
now former President Obama tweeted out this 
picture with a quote from Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
“No one is born hating another person because 
of the color of his skin or his background or his 
religion…” It became the most liked Tweet in 
history. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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May 29, 2011 
President Obama greets Hugh Hills, eighty-five, 
in front of his home in Joplin, Missouri, after a 
devastating tornado which caused 158 deaths, 
more than one thousand injuries, and $2.8 billion 
of damage. Hills hid in a closet during the 
tornado, which destroyed the second floor and 
half the first floor of his house but survived 
without any major injuries.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

November 25, 2013 
President Obama boards Air Force One at 
Seattle–Tacoma International Airport for 
departure to San Francisco. As soon as the 
motorcade stopped at the plane, I sprinted from 
my car to this vantage point, knowing that I 
needed to be some distance away to capture the 
effect of the fog. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

Ronald Reagan 

 
 

November 1, 1983 
President Reagan listens intently during a 
Cabinet meeting. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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January 28, 1986  
President Reagan and his staff watch a televised 
replay of the Space Shuttle Challenger explosion 
in the private dining room off the Oval Office. 
The shuttle launches had become fairly 
commonplace, so they hadn’t been watching it 
live. The President postponed his State of the 
Union address that night before a Joint Session 
of Congress. Instead, he spoke to the nation from 
the Oval Office, delivering one of his best-
regarded speeches including these words: “…The 
crew of the Space Shuttle Challenger honored us 
by the manner in which they lived their lives. We 
will never forget them, nor the last time we saw 
them, this morning, as they prepared for their 
journey and waved goodbye and slipped the 
surly bonds of earth to touch the face of God.” 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

October 12, 1986  
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev escorts 
President Reagan to his motorcade following the 
break-up of their summit meeting in Reykavik, 
Iceland. The previous year, the two had a cordial 
first meeting in Geneva, Switzerland. In Iceland, 
the leaders were on the brink of a major 
agreement to eliminate nuclear missiles within a 
decade. Gorbachev insisted that Reagan agree to 
confine to the laboratory research on the 
Strategic Defense Initiative–essentially a shield in 
the atmosphere to stop nuclear missiles. The 
two-day meeting ended abruptly when Reagan 
refused to budge. I was the only staff member 
within earshot when the two had a few last 
words at the doorway of the presidential 
limousine. “I don’t know what else I could have 
done,” Gorbachev said through his interpreter. 
“You could have said yes,” Reagan replied 
angrily, then turned and boarded his limousine.   
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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November 25, 1986 
The Iran-Contra affair was the biggest 
scandal during the Reagan administration. 
The controversy was revealed in early 
November 1986, when it was reported that 
the administration had been selling arms to 
Iran to secure the release of American 
hostages in Lebanon. President Reagan 
publicly insisted he wasn’t trading arms for 
hostages, since Iran wasn’t the country 
holding the hostages. The biggest bombshell 
came during an internal review when it was 
discovered that national security official 
Oliver North had been sending proceeds 
from the arms sales to help fund the 
Contras, who were fighting against the 
government in Nicaragua. This involvement 
was in violation of the Boland Amendment 
which prevented the United States from 
directly or indirectly being involved with the 
Contras. Before briefing leaders of Congress, 
Reagan went over his remarks with, from 
left, Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger, 
Secretary of State George Schultz, Attorney 
General Edwin Meese, and Chief of Staff Don 
Regan. President Reagan also fired Oliver 
North on this day and accepted the 
resignation of National Security Advisor John 
Poindexter. Several officials were later 
convicted, including Admiral Poindexter, 
who says  to this day that he alone 
authorized the funds diverted to the Contras 
and purposely did not inform President 
Reagan.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 
 

April 1, 1987  
President Reagan talks on the phone aboard Air 
Force One. This became the cover photograph 
for my first book, Unguarded Moments: Behind-
the-Scenes Photographs of President Reagan, 
published in 1993. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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May 28, 1984  
At a Memorial Day ceremony at Arlington 
National Cemetery, President Reagan honored 
an Unknown Soldier from the Vietnam War. He 
spoke to the families whose loved ones were still 
missing in action and presumed dead. 
“They cannot rest until they know the fate of 
those they loved and watched march off to serve 
their country,” Reagan said. “Our dedication to 
their cause must be strengthened with these 
events today. We write no last chapters. We 
close no books. We put away no final memories. 
An end to America's involvement in Vietnam 
cannot come before we've achieved the fullest 
possible accounting of those missing in action.” 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 
 

May 22, 1987  
President Reagan consoles family members 
during a memorial service in Jacksonville, Florida, 
for crewmembers who died during the attack on 
the American frigate USS Stark. Thirty-
seven United States Navy personnel were killed 
and twenty-one were injured when an Iraqi jet 
fired missiles at the Stark in the Persian Gulf 
during the Iran-Iraq war.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

November 4, 1983  
At Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, President 
and Mrs. Reagan greet members of the military 
injured during the terrorist attack on the Marines 
Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon. Two hundred and 
forty-one members of the military (mostly US 
Marines) had been killed. It was the deadliest 
death toll for the Marines since the Battle of Iwo 
Jima, and the deadliest terrorist attack in history 
on American citizens overseas. One 
Congressional committee later did an 
investigation and issued a report with 
recommendations; no one called for Reagan to 
be impeached. Contrast that with the aftermath 
of the Benghazi attack which killed four 
Americans in 2012: Congress launched ten 
investigations and multiple members called for 
President Obama to be impeached and tried to 
blame the attack on Secretary of State Hillary 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
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Clinton. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

February 28, 1984  
President Reagan watches the CBS Evening News 
with Dan Rather. I had gone upstairs to the 
private residence before a state dinner and 
found the President standing alone, drink in 
hand. Like most presidents, he was often upset 
by the press coverage of him. When he finished 
watching this newscast, he walked toward me 
and said in angst, “They’re always having 
someone else say what I said instead of showing 
me saying what I said.” Then he was off to 
entertain President Rudolf Kirchschlager of 
Austria. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

February 19, 1988  
I mounted a camera above the tall windows in 
the Oval Office and triggered it throughout the 
day with an infrared remote switch. Because we 
were using film, I outfitted a special 250-
exposure back on my camera (traditionally film 
cannisters were a maximum of thirty-six 
exposures). Though I had pictures of him 
interacting with others throughout the day, I 
chose this one because I thought it spoke to the 
loneliness that the presidency can sometimes be. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

July 17, 1985  
President Reagan had undergone surgery to 
remove a cancerous polyp in his large intestine, 
which had been discovered during a routine 
colonoscopy. This was the first picture released a 
couple of days later from a morning meeting 
with Vice President George H. W. Bush and chief 
of staff Don Regan (also present was Bush’s chief 
of staff, Craig Fuller, whose leg is in the lower 
left-hand corner of the frame). Someone—I think 
Reagan—started the meeting off with a joke. 
Seeing Reagan laugh like this showed he was 
recuperating well. Virtually every newspaper 
across the country published this photograph on 
their front page. Astute historical observers will 
note that the released photograph was not this 
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full-frame version; the photo was cropped on the 
left to not show the IV bag dripping fluid into the 
President’s veins. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

May 14, 1984  
President Reagan talks with Nancy Reagan, as 
pop star Michael Jackson becomes a bystander in 
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the White 
House. The Reagans were about to walk out to a 
public event on the South Lawn to present 
Jackson with a plaque in recognition of his 
lifetime of achievement and personal efforts in 
aiding the National Campaign Against Drunk 
Driving. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

July 21, 1984 
President Reagan helps the First Lady off her 
horse at Camp David. The Reagans went to the 
presidential retreat in Maryland almost every 
weekend that they weren’t otherwise out of 
town. On Saturdays, they would ride horses 
outside the perimeter of the secure facility, 
accessing public trails in Catoctin Mountain Park. 
No one ever knew they did this.  
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

December 24, 1983  
It was my first Christmas season at the White 
House. On Christmas Eve, the Reagans went to a 
private dinner at the house of close friends 
Charles and Mary Jane Wick. My only 
documentation of this dinner was supposed to 
be just a few frames at the start of the dinner. 
Then I retreated to the “holding room”, one of 
the bedrooms in the house, where I hung out 
with the White House doctor and the military 
aide, both of whom also accompanied the 
President every time he left the grounds of the 
White House. Being in a stranger’s bedroom was 
the last place any of us wanted to be on 
Christmas Eve. Following the dinner, Mrs. Wick 
came to find me: “We have a tradition, every 
year someone dresses up as Santa Claus and 
hands out gifts,” she started. “This year it’s the 
President’s turn; can you take some pictures?” 
Of course, I replied, suddenly energized by the 
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prospect of some, shall we say, unique 
photographs. Here, the First Lady sits on 
President Reagan’s lap as he reaches in Santa’s 
bag to pull out her present. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 
 

May 31, 1988  
President Reagan greets a young boy while 
touring Moscow’s Red Square with Mikhail 
Gorbachev during their summit meeting in the 
Soviet Union. Gorbachev had escorted the 
President to groups of Russian “tourists” 
stationed in the Square. They all asked very 
pointed questions of the President, including 
about human rights violations in the United 
States. I mentioned later to a Secret Service 
agent how surprised I was that the tourists had 
asked such issue-oriented questions. The agent 
informed me that they weren’t tourists at all, 
they were all KGB officers and their families. 
Fifteen years later, I received an email from 
someone who claimed that the man with the 
camera around his neck was a young Vladimir 
Putin. I passed the information on to the Bush 
White House and the Reagan Library. A national 
security official later contacted me to say they 
couldn’t confirm or deny that it was Putin, but 
that he did look a little like Putin, and it fit his 
age and timeline (Putin was in the KGB then). I 
made the mistake of mentioning this incident to 
NPR when I did an interview years later as I 
started my job with President Obama, and 
insinuated that Reagan had unknowingly met 
Putin. Not long thereafter, I received an 
anonymous postcard at my home address with 
this picture on the front. Someone had circled 
the man who looked like Putin, writing the word 
“spy” above him. The back of the postcard 
contained my verbatim quote to NPR. Through 
his spokesman, Putin later denied that it was him 
in the picture. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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May 10, 1984  
Margaret Tutwiler, who was a key aide to chief 
of staff Jim Baker, brought her niece, Lucy, by the 
Oval Office to meet President Reagan. “My 
name’s Ronny,” the President said to the 
suddenly shy little girl. “What’s your name?” 
Lucy beckoned the President over to her and 
whispered in his ear, “My name is Lucy.” 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 

October 17, 1984  
President Reagan waits to speak at a ceremony 
launching the Young Astronauts program on the 
South Lawn of the White House. I’ll confess that I 
have little remembrance of this event but when I 
was going through my photographs at the 
Reagan Library for this exhibition, I was startled 
to find this picture of nine-year-old Drew 
Barrymore. She had received attention following 
the blockbuster movie E.T., released two years 
before. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 
 

March 1, 1988  
Part of President Reagan’s routine on Air Force 
One was to come back to say hi to whomever 
was traveling in the “guest cabin,” which as I 
recall had seats for eight people. It could be 
members of Congress, Cabinet secretaries or 
sometimes—on trips that no one wanted to go 
on—junior White House staff.  It was fairly 
common for him to change into casual sweat 
pants on longer flights. Here, he is laughing at 
the punch line to his own joke during a trip to 
Belgium. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
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July 3, 1983  
I had just joined the White House staff the 
previous month and accompanied the Reagans 
to California for the Fourth of July. The White 
House staff would stay in Santa Barbara when 
the President was at Rancho del Cielo, about a 
forty-five-minute drive away. I made this picture 
the very first time that I went to the ranch as he 
was riding his horse, El Alamein, one morning. 
The President didn’t really know who I was yet, 
but he spotted me out on the trail with a long 
lens, and responded by yelling, “Charge!” He 
was, of course, just horsing around. 
Framed size: 16x20 inches 

 
 

April 8, 1985  
For President Reagan, the routine was to ride 
horses in the morning, have lunch, and then do 
work projects around the ranch in the afternoon. 
On this particular day, he was trimming the trees 
on the perimeter of the man-made pond in front 
of their small ranch house. There were some 
branches that he couldn’t reach from land so he 
jumped in his canoe—name TruLuv—and 
trimmed them while standing in the canoe. But I 
always liked this picture better than one of him 
trimming the trees. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 
 

 

August 29, 1986  
We were at the Century Plaza Hotel in Los 
Angeles for a couple of days. President Reagan 
had a meeting scheduled with one of his primary 
speechwriters, Ken Khachigian. At the appointed 
hour I walked into the President’s suite; he was 
sitting on a sofa folding a piece of White House 
stationary into the shape of a paper airplane. “I’ll 
be right with you fellas,” he said to us, as he 
finished his creation. He then walked out to the 
balcony and let his paper airplane fly. The three 
of us then leaned out over the balcony to watch 
as it landed on a hotel balcony some seventy 
floors below. None of us ever told the Secret 
Service about this little escapade. 
Framed size: 20x24 inches 

 


