
Simple Machine Vocabulary 

Lever  

A bar that turns around a 
fixed point, used to pry or lift 

things 

Wedge             

Used to cut or split an object 

Wheel and Axle  

Has a center rod attached to 
a wheel, used to move things 

Screw                 

An inclined plane wrapped 
around a cylinder, used to 

hold things together 

Pulley                  

Made of a wheel and rope, 
used to lift objects 

Inclined Plane     

Flat surface with one end 
higher than the other, used 

to lift things 

 


