
Trades in Otsego County, 1855 

Below is a record of the tradesman and businessmen in Otsego County, NY in 1855.  Use this 

information to answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.  Looking at the list of occupations, what occupation has the highest number of people listed?  

How many were there? 

 

 

2. In the artisan category, which trade has the highest number of people?  How many people 

practice that trade? 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think there are so many carpenters and joiners? 

 

 

4. Which artisan has the second highest number?   

 

 

5. Why do you think there are so many blacksmiths?  What do they do for the community? 

 

 

 

6. How many more shoemakers than dressmakers are listed? 

 

 

7. There are only 17 weavers listed, one of the lowest number of artisans.  Why do you think there 

were so few weavers in the county at this time? 

 

 

 

8. How many more artisans are there than clerical/professional and sales/service combined? 

 

 

9. What is the biggest category under clerical/professional?  Why do you think that is a big group? 

 

 



 

Expanded question: 

Looking at the list of trades, which ones do you think support the farmers?  You may need to look up 

some of the definitions of the trades for your answer.  Explain why you think those trades support 

farming.  


